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Farmingville, NY - O n June 4 , Brookhaven Town Supervisor Ed Romaine and offic ials  from the SuffolkC ounty  P olice
Marine  Bureau  and  the  United  States  C oas t  Guard  held  a  press  conference  at  the  Town's  Sandspit  Marina  in
P atchogue  to  promote  safe  boating  and  announce  plans  to  inc rease  enforcement  agains t  unsafe  and  intoxicated
boaters  in  Brookhaven  Town  waterways . A lso  at  the  press  conference  were  Daniella  Rella,  P rogram  direc tor  of
Mothers  A gains t  Drunk  Driving  (MA DD) and  Gina  Lieneck, whose  11-year-old  daughter, Brianna, was  killed  in  a
boating  acc ident.  P ic tured  at  the  press  conference  are  Suffolk  C ounty  Marine  Bureau  O fficer  Kevin  C omiskey,
Daniella Rella, O fficer Frankie Sierra, Supervisor Romaine, Danielle Lieneck and Gina Lieneck.

Supervisor Romaine said, "The recent inc ident in the Great South Bay when a boat s lammed into a jetty injuring two
people  underscores  the  importance  of boating  safety. I  urge  all  boaters  to  wear  life  preservers  and  refrain  from
drinking alcohol while  on the water. Boating While  Intoxicated is  a serious  c rime, and if you are caught, you will  be
arres ted. Let's  do the right thing on the water and have a safe and happy boating season."

June and July are the bus ies t boating months  on the waters  off Long Is land and in the Town of Brookhaven, there are
more  than 270  square  miles  of navigable  waterways . In 2013, the  US  C oas t  Guard  reported  over 4 ,000  boating
acc idents  with 560  deaths  and 2 ,620  injuries . A lcohol use is  the leading known contributing fac tor in fatal  boating
acc idents  and the leading fac tor in 16% of all deaths  on the waterways .

Supervisor Romaine outlined a number of safety precautions  that people should take when boating:

• A lways  check the local weather. Storms can come up pretty fas t. 
• Follow a pre-departure check-lis t. C heck flotation devices , navigation lights , sound-proofing devices  and dis tress
s ignals . 
• A lways  operate at safe speeds . 
• Des ignate an ass is tant skipper in case you are injured or otherwise unable to assume command of the vessel. 
• A void alcohol while boating 
• Take a swimming and firs t-aid course. 
• Take a boating course approved by the U .S. C oas t Guard 
• C ons ider a free vessel safety check by a local power squadron or marine patrol.



To learn more about safe boating, go to the U .S. C oas t Guard's  webs ite at www.uscgboating.org.
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